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ELECTRIC RAILWAY ENGINEERING

Summarizing briefly, the most prominent names in the develop-
ment of the electric railway are found to be those of Faraday,
Davenport, Farmer, Hall, Pacinotti, Siemens, Green, Field, Van
Depoele, Daft, Bentley, Knight, Henry, and Sprague.   While
gradual* developments have been going on more or less irregularly
since 1835, the practical electric railroad, operating upon a com-
mercial scale, dates back to about the year 1888.   Vast strides
have taken place since that date, however, until at the present
time electric traction is the recognized transportation system in
practically all cities and towns.    It has tied together the larger
cities with facilities for rapid passenger transit and for the trans-
portation of both express and freight.    It has opened up the city
markets for the farmer of the small town, and the country sub-
urbs for the residences of the city business man.    It has com-
peted successfully with the steam roads on interurban lines; it
has found a foothold in the city terminals of the former, and is at
present being seriously considered and in some particular cases
has been adopted and successfully tried out for trunk line service.
Rightly has it been said that its growth is without a parallel in
the history of American invention and industrial progress.